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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 135991 
ORIGIN NEA-11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SS-15 SP-02 NSC-05 CIAE-00 
INR-10 NSAE-00 MCT-01 PA-01 EB-08 10-13 /079 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA:HHSAUNDERS:JD 
APPROVED BY NEA:HHSAUNDERS 

007439 272301Z/66 

R 272234Z MAY 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY SANA 

SECRETSTATE 135991 

LONDON FOR KINSOLVING 


E.O. 11652: 


TAGS: PEPR, YE, US 

SUBJECT: RELATIONSHIP WITH PDRY 

1 . WHILE IN NEW YORK ON MAY 25 FOR SECRETARY'S BILATERALS 
WITH NEA FOREIGN MINISTERS, SAUNDERS TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO 
HOLD 20-MINUTE GET-ACQUAINTED MEETING WITH PDRY AMBASSADOR 
ASHTAL IN ONE OF UN LOUNGES. 

2. AFTER INITIAL EXCHANGE OF PLEASANTRIES, SAUNDERS EX- 
PLAINED MESSAGE WHICH WE HAD SENT TO HIS GOVERNMENT THROUGH 
BRITISH PROPOSING TWINAM MISSION TO ADEN IN JUNE. ASHTAL 

WAS PLEASED AND VOLUNTEERED THAT PDRY FOREIGN MINISTER WOULD 
BE COMING TO NEW YORK IN NEXT FEW DAYS. WHEN HE HINTED AT 
MEETING WITH SECRETARY, SAUNDERS EXPLAINED THAT SECRETARY'S 
SCHEDULE IS IMPOSSIBLE BUT THAT IF FOREIGN MINISTER WISHED 
SAUNDERS WOULD BE PLEASED TO MEET HIM SOMETIME DURING NEXT 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 135991 

SCHEDULED VISIT TO NEW YORK ON JUNE 2. 

3. TURNING TO BROADER REVIEW OF U.S.-PDRY RELATIONS, 

ASHTAL SAID HE HAD WANTED TO TALK WITH SAUNDERS BECAUSE 
HE SENSED DETERIORATION IN RELATIONSHIP OVER RECENT WEEKS. 

HE CITED PARTICULARLY U.S. TURNDOWN ON SALE OF COMMERCIAL 
AIRCRAFT TO PDRY AIRLINE. SAUNDERS EXPLAINED CURRENT 
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CONCENTRATION IN EXECUTIVE BRANCH AND SENATE ON LEGIS- 
LATION GOVERNING U.S. RELATIONSHIPS WITH GOVERNMENTS 
WHO SUPPORT INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM IN ONE FORM OR 
ANOTHER. SAUNDERS BRIEFLY DESCRIBED CURRENT THRUST OF 
DRAFT LEGISLATION AND HEARINGS THAT WOULD BEGIN IN EARLY 
JUNE. SAUNDERS POINTED OUT THAT PDRY IS ONE OF THREE 
MIDDLE EASTERN COUNTRIES MOST FREQUENTLY CITED AS 
PROVIDING SUPPORT TO ORGANIZATIONS WHICH SOMETIMES ENGAGE 
IN TERRORIST ACTS. WHEN ASHTAL DENIED ANY SUCH ACTIVITY. 
SAUNDERS POINTED TO PERSISTENT REPORTS IN PRESS AND OTHER 
WISE OF CONTINUED TRAINING FOR MEMBERS OF COMMANDO ORGANI- 
ZATIONS IN PDRY. ASHTAL SUGGESTED THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL 
FOR PDRY, THE ACCUSED, TO BE GIVEN MORE SPECIFICS ON 
NATURE OF THE CHARGE SO THEY COULD DEAL WITH IT. ASHTAL 
ALSO STATED THAT PDRY HAD NOT RECEIVED HIJACKED AIRCRAFT 
FOR SOME TIME. 

4. IN TAKING LEAVE, SAUNDERS EXPRESSED PLEASURE IN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THIS BRIEF EXCHANGE AND INDICATED THAT 
PROPOSED U.S. MISSION TO ADEN WOULD PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY 
FOR SIMILAR BUT MUCH FULLER EXCHANGE OF THIS KIND ON 
WHOLE RANGE OF ISSUES BETWEEN U.S. AND PDRY. WITH REGARD 
TO POSSIBLE MEETING JUNE 2, BALL IS IN ASHTAL'S COURT 
TO PICK UP POSSIBILITY OF MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER. 
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FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
INFO USINT BAGHDAD 7248 

SEC RET STATE 135991 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM SECSTATE WASHDC DATED MAY 27, 
1978 SENT LONDON, JIDDA, SANA IS REPEATED TO YOU: QUOTE 

SECRETSTATE 135991 

LONDON FOR KINSOLVING 


E.O. 11652: 


TAGS: PEPR, YE, US 

SUBJECT: RELATIONSHIP WITH PDRY 

1 . WHILE IN NEW YORK ON MAY 25 FOR SECRETARY'S BILATERALS 
WITH NEA FOREIGN MINISTERS, SAUNDERS TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO 
HOLD 20-MINUTE GET-ACQUAINTED MEETING WITH PDRY AMBASSADOR 
ASHTAL IN ONE OF UN LOUNGES. 

2. AFTER INITIAL EXCHANGE OF PLEASANTRIES, SAUNDERS EX- 
PLAINED MESSAGE WHICH WE HAD SENT TO HIS GOVERNMENT THROUGH 
BRITISH PROPOSING TWINAM MISSION TO ADEN IN JUNE. ASHTAL 

WAS PLEASED AND VOLUNTEERED THAT PDRY FOREIGN MINISTER WOULD 
BE COMING TO NEW YORK IN NEXT FEW DAYS. WHEN HE HINTED AT 
SECRET 

SECRET 
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MEETING WITH SECRETARY, SAUNDERS EXPLAINED THAT SECRETARY'S 
SCHEDULE IS IMPOSSIBLE BUT THAT IF FOREIGN MINISTER WISHED 
SAUNDERS WOULD BE PLEASED TO MEET HIM SOMETIME DURING NEXT 
SCHEDULED VISIT TO NEW YORK ON JUNE 2. 

3. TURNING TO BROADER REVIEW OF U.S.-PDRY RELATIONS. 

ASHTAL SAID HE HAD WANTED TO TALK WITH SAUNDERS BECAUSE 
HE SENSED DETERIORATION IN RELATIONSHIP OVER RECENT WEEKS. 

HE CITED PARTICULARLY U.S. TURNDOWN ON SALE OF COMMERCIAL 
AIRCRAFT TO PDRY AIRLINE. SAUNDERS EXPLAINED CURRENT 
CONCENTRATION IN EXECUTIVE BRANCH AND SENATE ON LEGIS- 
LATION GOVERNING U.S. RELATIONSHIPS WITH GOVERNMENTS 
WHO SUPPORT INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM IN ONE FORM OR 
ANOTHER. SAUNDERS BRIEFLY DESCRIBED CURRENT THRUST OF 
DRAFT LEGISLATION AND HEARINGS THAT WOULD BEGIN IN EARLY 
JUNE. SAUNDERS POINTED OUT THAT PDRY IS ONE OF THREE 
MIDDLE EASTERN COUNTRIES MOST FREQUENTLY CITED AS 
PROVIDING SUPPORT TO ORGANIZATIONS WHICH SOMETIMES ENGAGE 
IN TERRORIST ACTS. WHEN ASHTAL DENIED ANY SUCH ACTIVITY. 
SAUNDERS POINTED TO PERSISTENT REPORTS IN PRESS AND OTHER 
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WISE OF CONTINUED TRAINING FOR MEMBERS OF COMMANDO ORGANI- 
ZATIONS IN PDRY. ASHTAL SUGGESTED THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL 
FOR PDRY, THE ACCUSED, TO BE GIVEN MORE SPECIFICS ON 
NATURE OF THE CHARGE SO THEY COULD DEAL WITH IT. ASHTAL 
ALSO STATED THAT PDRY HAD NOT 
RECEIVED HIJACKED AIRCRAFT 
FOR SOME TIME. 

4. IN TAKING LEAVEN SAUNDERS EXPRESSED PLEASURE IN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THIS BRIEF EXCHANGE AND INDICATED THAT 
PROPOSED U.S. MISSION TO ADEN WOULD PROV OPPORTUNITY 
FOR SIMILAR BUT MUCH FULLER EXCHANGE OF THIS KIND ON 
WHOLE RANGE OF ISSUES BETWEEN U.S. AND PDRY. WITH REGARD 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 135991 

TO POSSIBLE MEETING JUNE 2, BALL IS IN ASHTAL'S COURT 
TO PICK UP POSSIBILITY OF MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER. 

CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE VANCE 
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